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Public
Works
offered at
PTC

Update on
‘A mother’s
second
chance’

Jill Ellison-Quarles
The first ACT Right and IMA food giveaway was held Sat., Sept. 20.

BY MARCY PALMERI

Ray Gorman

Contributor

This past April, The
Weekly Challenger brought
you the story of Jill EllisonQuarles, her fight with kidney disease and the
extraordinary lengths her
family went through to ensure their lives together.
We caught up with this
tight-knit family to get an
update on their story.
Jill had spent nearly 25
years raising her family. A
single mom through most
of her children’s lives, she
knows what it means to sacrifice. And in 2007 when
she learned she had renal
failure, loss of her kidney
function due to hypertension, she took it all in
stride.
“I was still a mom,” said
Jill who went on peritoneal
dialysis, a home filtering
treatment, so she could
continue to work. “I had to
show my kids that yes,
mom has a disease, but
she’s going to keep going.”
Jill was doing the best
she could as a cosmetologist in a salon, while at the
same time fighting the disease. She did what she had
See MOTHER, page 9



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
ACT Right is at it again and
this time they were behind
a food giveaway, which
elicited quite a crowd last
Saturday. Held in a vacant
parking lot next to the St.
Petersburg College Midtown campus along 22nd

St. S., community members arrived throughout
the morning to partake in
a food giveaway that not
only had the receivers
smiling, but those helping
out the residents who live
there as well.
“We need to feed our
community, mind, body
and soul,” said Tony
Macon, president of ACT

Right, a grassroots organization founded by Macon
himself some five years
ago to help out those in
need. “We want to give
back and let the community know we’re here to
help give a hand up, not a
hand out.”
The group Bringing
Back the Village Experience was also in atten-

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

dance to give a helping
hand, but the real excitement arose when local police officers arrived to help
pass out food items. Chief
of Police Anthony Holloway and Assistant Chief
Luke Williams were even
there helping to bring
boxes filled with grocery
items to resident’s cars.
See ACT, pages 8

SPAFW benefits Warehouse Arts District
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
For the fourth year running, the “St. Pete Art
and Fashion Week”
(SPAFW)—a multi-day
event including art exhibits and culminating in
a runway fashion show—
took place at different
venues in downtown St.
Petersburg, and last
week from Sept. 15-20
marked another great
week for the arts in the
Sunshine City.

SPAFW is organized
by Luxe Fashion Group
LLC., a marketing and PR
firm owned by Dona
Crowley. This year, a portion of the proceeds
raised by the ticket sales,
auctions and artist sales
for SPAFW will be given
to the Warehouse Arts
District
Association
(WADA), a non-profit
membership organization
that is raising money to
purchase artist studio

Editors note: Pinellas
Technical Education Center
recently changed their name
to Pinellas Technical College.
ST. PETERSBURG —
Land maintenance, water
systems, traffic operations—these are a few of
many essential components that come together to
keep a city functioning as it
should. At the St. Pete campus of Pinellas Technical
College (PTC), 901 34th St.
S., St. Petersburg, the Public Works program offers
training for careers that are
vital to a city’s infrastructure.
Students learn about
theory and operation of a
variety of fields, which can
include wastewater systems, water distribution
systems and plant operations. Instructor Ray Gorman says the program
serves as an introduction to
Public Works and offers an
excellent overview of the
various career paths.
“We’re broken down to
about 14 different career
fields,” he explained. “The
students are getting an
overview of each of those
fields so they get a better
idea of which one they want
to go into as a career
source.”
See COLLEGE, page 4

See ART, page 12





                                                              

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

this subject so all you have to do is do
what I did along with many other saints
I know and you too can have His Spirit.
I know this because His Word says it.
(Acts 2:38). Anytime you see the word
“shall” in the Bible and God is speaking,
it’s a promise from Him and it shall
come to past.
One thing I know for certain, you
can tarry and receive His Spirit but one
thing is clear, you have to let go and let
God rest, rule and abide in your life and
allow Him to take over all of your issues,
both great and small. If not, then you
will just continue in the manner you
have always did.
You can’t con God, trick Him or anything else in order to receive His Spirit.
And you must prove to others you have
it if you are in leadership. In the Gospels
from Matthew-Luke, near the end of
each, except Luke (24), you will find
Jesus telling the disciples to go to
Jerusalem until they get “power!” That
power is His Holy Ghost Power! Without it, God can’t regulate you or buffer
you so that you don’t get into yourself
when leading His People. Basically, you
can’t be trusted. Notice that when the
disciples arrived in Jerusalem they went
to the Upper Room and did tarry and received the Holy Ghost and what happened immediately following them
receiving the Holy Ghost, Acts 2: 1-11.
God didn’t use them until they all received His Spirit.
You can think you can handle it or
you have been handling it but let me assure you, you can’t without His Spirit.
I beseech you all who know who you
are to ask God for His Spirit that you
may be used of Him for His divine Purpose and grow your ministries to the
levels they deserve and start teaching
on this until everyone under your leadership desires to and will tarry to get it
as well.
Y’all know how to reach me and I am
available for workshops, seminars,
whatever you want to call it on this subject matter and anything you feel can
help to grow this community and neighborhoods all in the efforts to save our
kids and build a better tomorrow.
If you take offense to it, prove me
wrong according to the Scriptures, and
not theology, opinion, feelings, grand
ma’s teachings, etc.
Your time would be better served
asking me to come and teach it to your
church if you need it.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob

Retraction
In the September 18, 2014 edition, the freelance writer attributed some quotes to
Patricia Sweat that she did not say. Also in that same article, we said Mr. Creal had a
daughter when she is actually a former daughter-in-law.
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Speaking in tongues
Praise the Lord Saints.
Last week was a very “interesting”
one to say the least.
I was quite busy attending several
meetings, preaching, teaching, etc.
From it one thing I can say, there
needs to be more teaching on the subject of the gift of speaking in tongues, diverse kinds of tongues, unity,
understanding who has these gifts and
why you may or may not have them and
the importance of knowing if you have
them.
I know that was a mouthful, but it’s
vitally important to know that in order
for the Spirit of God to move on a situation, He must be present. And just because you felt you had it and believe you
have it doesn’t mean you do.
God never gave us His Spirit for feeling emotion, or anything else connected
with the human spirit. God’s Spirit is
NOT our spirit. Notice when I speak of
God’s Spirit I use a capital “S” and ours
a lowercase “s.” We are nothing without
His Spirit but lost souls trying to find
Him and it’s like being dropped off in
the deep wood s without a compass and
map trying to navigate our own way out.
Read the following scriptures, Acts
2:4; 4:31; 13:52-14:1-3; 10:45-46; 19:6;
Mark 16:14-18.
If after reading these you don’t believe that the evidence of speaking in
tongues is the only evidence that one
has the Holy Ghost, then you must
please show me in the bible where it
says otherwise.
You can talk the talk till the cows
come home but if you know you have
never heard an unknown tongue come
out of your mouth, you can’t possibly believe you have it. Evidence also will be
your actions but this is secondary because the bible says that those that received it also had all things common
and began to work together to seek and
save the lost. They did not close their
doors and circle the wagons around
their own. God commanded the disciples to go into all the world preaching
and teaching His ways. If there were
more teachings we would not have the
issues and isms and schisms within the
body of Christ as we do today.
The bible is so clear on this subject
you would have to pay someone to help
you not understand it. Also, I will never
apologize for God blessing me with the
spiritual gifts He has given to me. Some
people will have a problem with you because they were not given spiritual gifts
and you were. I say, too bad so sad. He
is no respecter of person as it relates to
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Blast from the past
Do you recognize the people in these photographs? If so, please give us a call at
727-896-2922.

African American Heritage
Association seeking sponsorships
BY JON WILSON
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG — The festival celebrating the new African American Heritage Trail is Oct. 10-12, and organizers are
encouraging sponsors to step up as planning comes down to the wire.
Groups and organizations, including
businesses, churches, fraternities, sororities and civic organizations are invited to
help insure the success of the kick-off
event, which will include a street festival,
VIP reception, a Gospel brunch, vendors,
a marching band, a reenactment of Stokely
Carmichael’s 1960s speech in front of the
Sno-Peak drive-in and other features.
Various levels of sponsorships are available. Benefits for sponsors include promotion of their organizations’ names, tables at
events and prestigious memberships in
Friends of the Trail. Contributions below
the sponsorship level also are welcome.
“This is a community effort. The Trail
belongs to the community,” said Gwendolyn Reese, African American Heritage
Association president. Committee members have emphasized the importance of financial support for the event.
Contact Reese at gwenreese@tampabay.rr.com for sponsorship packages.
Checks can be made out to the African
American Heritage Association – or simply
AAHP – and mailed to Reese in care of the
Carter G. Woodson Museum of African
American History, 2240 Ninth Ave. S. St.
Petersburg, 33712.
The sponsorship levels are:
The $1,500 Gold Level (two available to
sponsor either of the Singin’ & Swingin’
Sunday events: Gospel Brunch or Jazz at
the Manhattan with the Al Downing
Tampa Bay Jazz Association.) Your organization will be promoted as sponsor of either of the Singin’ & Swingin’ events. The
Gold Level includes one table (including
signage with your organization’s name) for
eight guests and eight tickets for free
drinks at the VIP Legacy Garden Reception.
In addition, the Gold Level includes
eight annual memberships in the Friends
of the Trail, and your organizations’ name
will be included in all television and radio
interviews, print media and in the on-site
sponsor signage and all publications.
The $1,000 Silver Level includes one
table for eight guests and five tickets for
free drinks at the VIP Legacy Garden Reception. It also includes five annual memberships in the Friends of the Trail. Your

Gwendolyn Reese

company logo or name will be included in
the on-site sponsor signage and all publications.
The $500 Bronze Level includes five
tickets to the VIP Legacy Garden Reception and two tickets for free drinks, two annual memberships in the Friends of the
Trail, and public acknowledgement at the
VIP Legacy Garden Reception.
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New name, same great courses
From COLLEGE, page 1

Gorman is one of two
full-time instructors and he
says there are usually anywhere from 10 to 12 parttime instructors for this
program. It is comprised of
450 course hours and takes
about 13 or 14 weeks to
complete, according to
Gorman.
“It’s not just about letting them know what does
solid waste do, what does
traffic operations do, what
street maintenance does,”
Gorman stressed, “but
we’re also injecting industry certification so that
when they leave the program, they’re ready to
work.”
Students not only obtain
skills through the rigors of
hands-on training in such
areas as storm water systems and park maintenance, but procure a Class
B commercial driver’s license permit and put their
skills to use in an internship.
“We’ll interview the students in the first week or
so,” Gorman said, “and
they’ll select their career
fields. They could be working in solid waste, at a
waste water treatment
plant, they could go into
parks and landscaping,
street operations—there
are many different fields.”
Gorman added that the
students go on field trips
where they see different
operations first hand, putting the theory that they
have learned into practice.
“We’ll visit the waste energy plant, we’ll do street
operations,”
he
said.
“They’ll talk about a project

and then they’ll actually go
out and participate and
help in patching up a road
or whatever the case may
be.”
Though certain valuable skills are taught on
campus, Gorman said, such
as threading a pipe, the majority of the hands-on experience comes during the
195 in-the-field hours the
students amass during
their internships.
“They’ll go out and
work in the city of St. Petersburg, or they’ll be in
Seminole or Pinellas Park
or anywhere in the county,”
he said.
Though students do
learn some technical skills,
the program is geared
more toward career exploration that can help people
decide which area of Public
Works they’d like to pursue.
“The people who furnish the internships get to
test drive the student to see
if this is a good future employee,” Gorman stated,
“and the student in a sense
gets to test drive the career, to see if it’s something they really like.”
Even if students come
to PTC to seek help getting into a certain field and
ultimately realize that particular one is not for them,
they will still have the credentials, Gorman said. He
added though the program
may adopt some portion of
online work for “soft skills”
like resume writing, it is
important for the students
to get “face time” with professionals.
“Nothing replaces the

face to face that they get,”
Gorman asserted, “because
the instructors that come in
here and volunteer their
time to talk about these different career paths are
foremen, supervisors and
directors. These are the
people they may meet one
day when they’re interviewing for future employment.
So it’s a great opportunity
to network and feel their
way out through what is
Public Works.”
Instructors do spend
time in assisting students
with valuable skills in seeking work, including resume
writing, filling out applications and how to handle
themselves during interviews.
Gorman
says
that there is also an apprenticeship program for those
who are already hired, to
advance their careers.
“We do a lot of continuing education,” he emphasized, “so we’re not just
there when they start their
careers with this Public
Works program, but we’re
there throughout their ca-

reers. They keep coming
back to us and we look at
this as a long-term relationship; a partnership.”
A St. Pete resident, Gorman has been an instructor
at PTC since 2005 and has
even taught in the army as
an instructor for Patriot
missiles. He says the importance of a strong work

ethic is what he and his fellow instructors strive to impart to their students.
“I can train someone
how to work on traffic signals and how to connect
pipes together,” he said.
“But we really try to instill
in our students that the
most valuable thing is a
good work ethic. That’s

what employers want.”
If you’re interested in
exploring this career path,
please visit myptec.org or
call 727-893-2500. Financial
aid is available. See ad
below.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE –
OCTOBER 6
For November 4 General Election
New registrations must be received by October 6
Voter Registration Applications are available at:
Public Libraries
Supervisor of Elections Offices
• Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
• OPEN Saturday, October 4, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tax Collector Offices
Online at www.votepinellas.com
Update your name, address and signature
Address changes can be made by phone
Request a mail ballot and vote in the comfort
of your home.
Visit www.votepinellas.com
or call (727) 464-VOTE (8683)
for more information

‘

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

      
Deborah Clark
Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2014

5

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2014

COMMUNITY NEWS
Manhattan Casino’s 1st Friday concert and dance Oct. 3
ST. PETERSBURG —
Henry Ashwood, Jr. is a St.
Petersburg native and
straight-ahead jazz performer. Henry eats, sleeps
and dreams about entertaining crowds with his soulful
sounds. Most times you can
find him playing his tenor or
soprano saxophone at popular nightclubs, jazz events or
even fundraising galas. For
over 35 years he has delighted audiences around the
Tampa Bay area and surrounding communities.
Many years ago Henry
traveled and played in the
U.S. Army Band. After an
early retirement from the
armed forces he attended the
University of South Florida,
where he studied music theory. After college he began to
teach music theory publicly
as well as offer private music

lessons.
Now you can experience
great jazz beginning Fri., Oct.
3 at the Manhattan Casino’s
1st Friday Jazz Concert &
Dance. This event will be
presented by the “Ashwood
Jazz Project” featuring
Buster Cooper and straightahead jazz, at the Historic
Manhattan Casino.
Fri., Oct. 3, you will be
able to join the “Ashwood
Jazz Project Band,” and
Buster Cooper, international
trombone player and former
Duke Ellington Band member, as they team up to kick
off of the “Ashwood Jazz
Project.”
Hope you’re ready for a
straight-ahead jazz adventure
that includes Buster Cooper,
a Pro-Jam Session, “Prime
Tyme Entertainment” DJ and
even dancing. Visit Reader’s

Choice Bookstore located at
4341 34th St. S. or Gallerie
909 located at 909 22nd St. S.
to purchase tickets.
Call Henry Ashwood, Jr.
for more details at (727) 4178335. Tickets are only $15
per person and $25 per couple. The Historic Manhattan
Casino’s address is 642 22nd
St. S., St. Petersburg.
Here’s the lineup of the
Manhattan Casino’s First Friday Jazz Concert & Dance:
7 - 8 p.m. The Ashwood
Jazz Project Band
8:15 - 9:15 p.m. Featured
Show
Buster Cooper (Duke
Ellington Alumni)
9:15-10 p.m. Pro Jam Session
10 p.m. “Old School
Dance”
Showcasing
“Pryme
Time Entertainment”

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2014

7

COMMUNITY NEWS
Mimes reflect the spirit and the heart
BY JOYCE NANETTE JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — Miming is
a centuries old art form that has captivated audiences for years. Without
saying a word, a talented mime can
create a minds’ visualization of nonexistent objects and can communicate by using fluid body movements,
interpretive hand gestures and facial
expressions that convey emotions
behind a mask of white.
In churches throughout the
country the virtuosity and purpose
of being a mime is to bring a spiritual
song to life by creating the imagery
and emotional meaning of that song
to the parishioners.
“You don’t always have to say
something to be heard,” said Jackie
Ashley, half of the husband and wifemiming duo called Edifyd Praisers.
Jackie, along with her husband DeVaughn, is also a part of the Dance
Ministry at Bethel Community Missionary Baptist Church mime group,
“Extreme Praise.”
The “Extreme Praise” troupe has
nine members and is growing
steadily. The Ashleys feel that their
ministry can help to minister and
touch the congregation.
“We are trying to convey every
emotion to the audience,” DeVaughn
said softly. He wants to expose not
only the pain that the audience has
endured, but to offer them happiness and encouragement through
the experience of miming.
“The songs we use are what we
are going through at that time,”
Jackie said. “We want to turn a negative into a positive and our hearts
have to be connected to the song.”
Prophetic dancing is how Jackie describes miming.
Jackie and DeVaughn met at
Dixie Hollins High School and have
been married for six years. Both
come from a family of pastors.
Jackie’s mom is Pastor Dorothy
Everett at Hope Ministries in St. Petersburg and her father, Walter
Everett, was a gospel singer with the
group Spiritual Consolators and
passed in 2004.
“His entire family sang gospel
music,” Jackie said. “My dad taught
me to play the piano at three years
old and growing up I was only allowed to listen to gospel songs.”
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Jackie and DeVaughn for their creativity and commitment to the Dance
Ministry.
“First and foremost they love the
Lord and they love each other,”
Hosey said. “Jackie and DeVaughn
is an anointed couple of God. They
are a couple that is led by the sovereign spirit of our Lord. Their mime
ministry has set the atmosphere and
ushered many people into God’s
presence. Through their ministry
people have been delivered, healed,
and strongholds have been broken.”
“It’s an encouragement to let
loose and get closer to God,” DeVaughn said. “We want to allow God
to use us to help people open up to
Him.”
“We all have something special
to give,” Jackie concluded. “The key
is to use what God has given you.
Do it in love and it will speak volumes.”

Devaughn’s father is also a minister. He is Reverend James Ashley
of Total Agape Church, in Warner
Robins, Ga.
Devaughn feels there is a distinct
difference between praise dance and
miming. “With praise dances they
flow with the music, but with mime
we’re bringing the song to life,” he
said. According to Jackie there are
no definitive steps and that sometimes people think that mimes use
sign language, which they do not.
The Bethel Community Baptist
Dance/Drama Ministry Groups are
the Mime ministry, Extreme Praise,
God’s little Sparrows ages 4-6,
Angels ages 7 – 11, Agape ages
20-30, Seasoned Saints ages 50 – 88
and the Warriors of Praise (guys)
ages 13 – 18.
The Dance/Drama Ministry is
under the leadership of the dynamic
Andrida Hosey and she praised
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SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
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LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Great American
Natural Products
4121 16th St. N., St. Petersburg
greatamerican.biz
A free gift with
or (727) 521-4372.
the purchase of

$20 or more.
Exp. 12/11/14

Mon.-Fri. 10-6 p.m., Sat. 10-5 p.m.
and closed on Sundays.

HELP WANTED
Caregiver and caring,
compassionate companion.
Experience and references.
Light housekeeping, cooking and
errands. Shift flexibility.
If interested call 727-871-9835
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ACT Right and IMA plan monthly giveaways
From ACT, page 1

“This is a very historical
occasion,” said Pastor
Eddie Robinson with Brister Temple Church. I don’t
think this has happened before where the police department has come down
and offered their services
to help the community.”
Robinson knows a lot
about helping those in
need. As president of the
Interdenominational Ministers Alliance (IMA), he
along with other pastors
and reverends from various
denominations meet up to
brainstorm ways to come
together for the betterment
of the community.
Robinson joined up with
ACT Right over a haircut at
Macon’s establishment, Esquire Barbershop. “When
he heard some of the things
that ACT Right was doing in
the community he said,

‘Let’s partner up together,’”
said Macon, “and naturally
if it’s a good thing for the
community, ACT Right will
follow behind you.”
Both Macon and Robinson believes it is imperative
that the St. Petersburg police department continue to
show up at community
events such as this in order
to show the local residents
that they care about them.
“I invited the police department to be a part of this
to let the people know, ‘I
don’t want to just arrest
you, I want to show you
that I’m your servant,’” said
Robinson. “This is what we
got started and this is the
first of many.”
For the next twelve
months, ACT Right and
IMA plan to join together
bringing needed items to
the city and its residents.

They plan to have these
giveaways all over the city,
but will concentrate on the
south side of town. They
are expecting next month
to bring the mayor and
deputy mayor, who could
not show due to prior engagements.
“They’re all going to be
hands on board showing
the people that yes, somebody loves you,” said
Robinson.
My Place in Recovery,
located at 1655 16th St. S.,
is a program that is dedicated to helping the homeless, the poor and those
dealing with substance
abuse issues. Members of
their thrift store, which has
low priced furniture and
household items, that include clothes, electronics
and books, were also on
hand giving away clothing

items.
John Sanders counsels
addicts in the 12 step program at My Place in Recovery and was busy at the
food drive handing out
clothes for free to families
in need. “I’m here to assist
them in any way I can,” he
said.
Church music played in
the background as the
clouds loomed overhead,
but it didn’t stop the steady
flow of traffic onto the lot.
With hotdogs and chips
being passed out to hungry
citizens, drinks in hand to
quench their thirst, patrons
took time to stop and chat
with one another before
heading out with their free
items.
Items given away were
pantry staples such as can
goods,
macaroni
and
cheese, rice, snacks for

kid’s lunches, clothing,
feminine hygiene products,
and other toiletries were
given out as well.
Eddie Pelham, Jr. of
Moving Forward with a
Purpose was out there helping cook the hotdogs and
distribute food. Pelham created Moving Forward with
a mission to help mentor
troubled teens riding that
infamous pipeline to prison.
“It is designed to mentor those that are going
down the wrong path,” said
Pelham, “from brothers
that have done time and are
out here every day now
doing right.”
Having spent the majority of his life in prison, Pelham knows what it’s like to
need someone’s assistance
in making the right choices
and even though Moving
Forward is still in its in-

fancy for now, being run via
mobile phone, Pelham
wants to give back.
“That’s why we work
hard and do what we do in
our community,” he said.
If you didn’t get a chance
to stop by this time to partake in some of the items
being donated to needy families, or if you just want to
give back and be part of the
giving back process, contact
Macon with ACT Right to
see where next month’s community event will take place.
You can reach Macon at
his shop, Esquire Barbershop, located at 1125 22nd
St. S., and while you’re at it
maybe grab a haircut and
give back to the man who
loves to give back to the
community.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Lil’ Divas and Dudes Salon and Day Spa now open in St. Petersburg
ST. PETERSBURG – If
you stroll along 4th Street
North you will find a new
shop to add to the growing
list of businesses. This one,
however, is for the kiddies
only. Lil’ Divas and Dudes
Salon and Day Spa is specially geared toward children and promises not only
a great haircut, but spa services catering to every child’s
needs.
Matt Taneja and his wife
Amy decided to makeover
their lives just a few short
years ago and now
makeover young children by
giving them the experience
of a lifetime.
When you walk into Lil’
Divas and Dudes it’s hard to
not be impressed. Giant purple shoes line the walls just
waiting for little feet to experience their first pedicures.
Mini airplanes, police cars
and race cars resembling
amusement park rides stand
opposite mirrors, anxiously
awaiting kids under eight for
haircuts that will make them
smile. For those older children specialty chairs are
available to make them feel
special.
“It’s a wonderful shop,”
said Lil’ Divas and Dudes
owner Matt Taneja who came
up with the idea after trying to
find a salon to take his sevenyear-old daughter Sophia to.
Whether celebrating something special like a birthday,
or a first haircut or just needing a kickback day to hang
with family and friends, Lil’
Divas and Dudes promises a
spectacular experience that
your child will enjoy.

With haircuts starting
from $16-$18, which include
shampoo, cut and style, Lil’
Divas and Dudes is priced
right for an experience of a
lifetime and a shop that
caters totally to children.
There’s music, movies, a
play area even, all geared toward relaxing haircutting
fears among children and to
promote an atmosphere of
fun and excitement.
“Sometimes a child
walks in and they’re kind of
reluctant or scared,” said
Taneja who has thought of
everything when it comes to
comfort and making children feel at home in his
shop. “It really takes their
mind off of the haircut and
gets them into an environment they’re used to.”
Staff members have
been specially handpicked
for not only their haircutting
and styling skills but for their
ability to work with children
and bring about a positive
experience for both the child
receiving the haircut and the
parent that brings them in.
“Children are wonderful
but they can be upset, especially if they’re young,” explained Taneja who knows
patience is a key attribute in
any employee that works
with young children.
He and his staff at Lil’
Divas and Dudes understand that they have to be
flexible when working with
little ones who may be anxious when getting their haircut. In order to ensure each
child feels welcome they
monitor each customer, at
times having to slow down

the process while in other
cases speed it up, in order to
make the experience a pleasant one.
“When a child walks
through the door and sees
them standing there they
right away feel comfortable
like this person is somebody
that I want to be with,” said
Taneja when speaking of his
staff who underwent a
lengthy hiring process before being chosen to represent Lil’ Divas and Dudes.
Each stylist takes extra care
in making the haircutting
process one of enjoyment.
Some team up to entertain
the little customers, at times
dancing or singing with
stuffed animals to get them
comfortable.
“Sometimes the stylist
will go sit with them and play
with them a little before,” finished Taneja.
But hair styling is not all
Lil’ Divas and Dudes does.
Manicure, pedicures, hence
the giant purple shoes, facials
and up do’s are also offered.
Even makeup can be applied
if that’s what a customer desires.
“Anything that allows a
child to feel pampered,” said
Taneja. “It’s a lot of fun.”
Four types of parties are
offered. The rock star suited
to both boys and girls complete with blowup electric
guitars. Hair is spiked for
boys, frizzed out like a stereotypical rocker for girls and
hair color can be added as
well.
Diva parties are also
available, along with princess
parties for the younger girls.

They also get to wear tiaras
and a wand to twirl as well.
The fourth party offered is
the spa party. It’s a little bit
more about serenity than
jamming out. Children dress
in fluffy robes while experiencing a manicure, pedicure,
facial and makeup.
“Lots of fun,” said Taneja.
“Everything we do is 100 percent focused on kids.”
Cake and pizza are included in every party while a
disco ball hangs from the
ceiling of every room. For
larger parties, individual
rooms can be opened up for
one large gathering area.
Music is a must and dancing
is an integral addition to each
party and with the freeze
dance, the limbo and the
cha-cha slide, it’s a blast.
Taneja is big on community having recently attended
the Alopecia Awareness
Seminar where he broadcasted his business, perfect
for younger children experiencing the hardship of losing
their hair to illness.
“Even if a child doesn’t
have hair that we can work
with there are so many
things we can work with
them on,” explained Taneja
who believes just the experience of being in his shop
would help build their selfesteem. It can, “make them
feel like they’re a child and
can still have fun.”
When not in the shop
here or the one he opened a
year ago in Bradenton,
Taneja and his family cruise
along Central Avenue on
their bikes supporting small
businesses in the area.

Master Chef Program,
Willie needed to pay the
school $3,000 to cover the
financial aid he lost when
he withdrew early to donate his kidney to his mom.
The family came up
with the idea to have a fashion show fundraiser to help
get Willie back in school,
and it worked. The community came through and
Willie is now back on track
and slated to return to his
classes at Le Cordon Bleu
next Mon., Sept. 29.
Jill found out that it is
the little things in life that
matter most as she points
out that she can now eat
and drink whatever she
would like. “Everything is
different now. My life has
completely changed.”
She is enrolled at the
University of Phoenix

where she will be working
toward a bachelor’s degree
in small business administration and aspires to help
her son with opening a
restaurant in Orlando, at
some point in the future.
Jill plans to host a
fundraiser each year in her
son’s honor and will donate
the money to one or more
kidney related causes. She
was alarmed to learn the
cost for kidney rejection
pills were somewhere in
the neighborhood of $4,000
for one pill and hopes to
make the lives of others
who are suffering from this
disease a little less painful.
This proud mother has
three children to stay on
this earth for: Lindsay 23,
who is getting ready to
graduate from UCF, of
course Willie 22, who gave

L-R, Matt Taneja, Nu NGO, Lisa Merriweather
and Meghan Noezbecki
“We try to go to local establishments, to help out the
small guy,” Taneja said.
Lil’ Divas and Dudes
Salon and Day Spa is working to get their name out,
along with helping out the
community, through working with schools in their
fundraising activities. They
also sell two lines of hair care
products meant especially
for children. But with all his
efforts set on creating the
best atmosphere possible in
his shop, he hasn’t had
much time for advertising,
so Taneja hopes that word of
mouth will bring business
his way.
For more information on
Lil’ Divas and Dudes which
is located at 4200 4th St. N.,
here in St. Petersburg,
check out their webpage at
www.lildivasanddudes.com,
or you can call them at (727)
800-2991. Lil’ Divas and
Dudes also has a location in
Bradenton for your child’s
hair care and luxury styling
needs.

Back in school and doing well
From MOTHER, page 1

to do to make ends meet
while being there for her
kids.
Being a positive, strong
woman, she hardly missed
a beat, but it was taking a
toll on her. Treatment after
treatment, test after test,
she continued but no
longer thrived.
Her sons had taken it
upon themselves without
notifying their mother to be
tested as a possible match
to be her organ donor; they
wanted to give their mother
a new lease on life.
After Lindsay, the eldest
son, discovered he wasn’t a
match, Willie followed suit.
At that time, Willie was attending Le Cordon Bleu in
Orlando,
the
world’s
largest hospitality education institution, majoring in
the Culinary Arts.

“When I found out I was
the same blood type I
jumped at chance,” Willie
said.
Jill’s mom accidentally
leaked the information and
told her about what the
boys were planning, but the
mother of three wanted
nothing to do with it. However, the last health scare
she had was it for them and
the kids put their foot
down.
On January 30, 2014, Jill
Ellison-Quarles had the kidney transplant her son so
lovely provided for her. She
continues to do well even
though in the beginning
there was a problem with
rejection.
A few months after the
operation Willie was ready
to return to school, but in
order to re-enroll in the

Jill Ellison-Quarles and Willie McCalphin, III.
her life and 16-year-old
Rayna who is doing well in
high school.
“We’re not perfect, but
we’ve always been a real
close-knit family. My par-






ents taught us that we may
have our fights but before
the end of the day, you
make up and you’re always
a family,” Jill finished.

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family









  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 





 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  
  

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


“Learn How To Love
Our City Into The
Kingdom Of God”

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 14 at 6 p.m.
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a 13-week Certified
Servant Leadership Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their
neighborhood and city for the glory of God. Synopsis:
Whereas God’s methods are many, His principles are few.
You will be taught how to love our city into the Kingdom
of God by embracing your true value in Christ.
Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Randy Helms, Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

  
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida







Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Coming events for Oct.
Oct. 3 - Monthly Business
Meeting at 7 p.m.
Oct. 7-11 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association-Held in Ft. Pierce, FL
Oct. 12 - St. Mark 83rd
Anniversary Kickoff ServiceFamily and Friends Day Featuring the Glory Train Skit
during the 10:45 a.m. worship
services. An ice cream social

will follow morning worship
in the Fellowship Hall. All
family and friends of the St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church are invited to share in
this wonderful event with us.
Oct. 15-17 - 83rd Church
Anniversary
CelebrationTheme: The Covenant… 83
Years and God is Still Faithful
(Hebrews 8: 10-12). The
theme song is “Come Along
My Friends, Come Along”
and the celebration colors are
black/gold/teal. Week night
Services begin at 7 p.m.
Oct. 19 - 83rd Anniversary Finale during the 10:45
a.m. Services
Oct. 24 - Fall Festival
Sponsored by the YAMS
(Young Adult Ministry) More details forthcoming
Oct. 31 - Monthly Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

First Mt. Zion
You are invited to join
First Mt. Zion as they will
be “Cruising on The Living
Water With God” during the
spring dates of March 29 April 2, 2015. This four day
cruise will be sailing from
Port Canaveral aboard the
Carnival
Sensation
to

Freeport and Nassau in the
Bahamas.
For adult and children’s
rates and specific details, you
may contact Cruise Consultant, Gloria Campbell at727434-0072, or Reverend Joseph
Bell at 727-865-7539.
The deadline for the $50

per person deposit has been
extended to Sept. 29.
Mrs. Campbell will be
available at First Mt. Zion on
that date, from 6-8 p.m. to assist you with registration.
First Mt. Zion is located at
1121 22nd Street South. Rev.
Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Official
Broad and the entire Church
Family extend a cordial invitation to our entire community to
join “THE SHIP” in fellowship
at our 7:45 a.m. or the 10:45
a.m. worship service, and Sunday Church School at 9:30 a.m.
Feel free to set sail with us
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Come join us as we take this
Christian journey for it is Our
Mission as a Church Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
Weekly Bible Studies and
other
Church
activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day (12
p.m.) and Prayer and Bible
Study (7 p.m.); AWANA Youth
Enrichment program is back
every Thurs. at 7 p.m., something special for every child,
learning about God while hav-

ing fun. The Bread of Life
Ministry is up and running,
volunteers are still needed,
please see Sister Renetta
Williams for further information. The Clothing Pantry will
now be opened every 2nd and
4th Thurs. of the month, from
9 a.m. to noon. Donations of
gently used Men and Women
Business attire are needed.
Month of September:
Sept. 27 – West Coast
Youth Explosion Rehearsal will
be held at Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church, at
3 p.m.
Sept. 29 – 7 p.m. -The
17/37 Pastor's & First Family
Anniversary Committee to
meeting.
Month of October: Special
Attention:
Oct. 5 – Voters Registration Sunday at the Ship, following Both Worship Services.
Oct. 7 – 3:30 pm - Monthly
Nursing Home Ministry at the
Suncoast Nursing Home.
Oct. 11- The Susan B.
Komen “Race for the Cure,”

Breast Cancer Run. The Race
will begin at 8 a.m., from Carillon Park. For information, contact Minister Sharon P. Saulsby
(727) 821-0161.
10 a.m. – Fourth Quarter
Leadership Conference.
Need a Ride to Church?
Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 and
PRESS 2Continue to Pray for
our Sick, Shut-in, Children,
and Bereaved families.
Thought for the Week:
The anchor of God's faithfulness holds firm in the
strongest storms.
Don’t let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St.
So., St. Petersburg, Florida
Church Office: (727) 906-8300
Visit Friendship’s Website:
www.fmbctheship.com
Also Visit West Coast Baptist Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under the
leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we declare the living Word of God. Join
us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and
at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible
Study
and
Teen
Summit/Children Rising are held
on Wednesday evening, at 7.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth
at every opportunity. Building
a Stronger Congregation and
Community to the Glory of

God. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and interests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church is celebrating its
111th Anniversary and there
have been several celebrations
this month. We began on Sat.,
Sept. 6 with a spirit-filled
Prayer Brunch, and Men In
Praise is scheduled for Sat.,
Sept. 27 4 p.m. Anniversary
Proper will be observed on
Sun., Sept. 28 at 10:15 a.m. and
the closing event is our Fall Revival Sept. 29 to Oct. 1. 7

nightly.
The Anniversary Proper
Preacher is Reverend Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson Pastor of
First Baptist Institutional
Church; and Revival Preacher
is Reverend Brian K. Brown
Pastor of St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church. The community is invited to join us for
these celebratory occasions.
“Maintaining the Faith to
Trust the Unseen in 2014” Hebrews 11: 1, 6 II Corinthians 4:1
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Man o’man: - God is ever mindful of us!
And God said: Let us make man (male man
and female man) in our image, (character)
after our likeness (nature). They shall have dominion (bring harmony) over all the earth. God
blessed them, and God said unto them, be fruitful, and multiply and replenish the earth.
Both Mama Eve and her husband blew it
while they were in the Garden. Even though
God didn’t curse them; He cursed the ground
and Satan. They found themselves homeless
not having full provision accessible to them by
their Maker living outside the place God so desired for them to dwell.
She had allowed herself to be defined by
her husband, Adam, rather than maintain the
status that God had ordained for her when she
was formed from the first man’s rib and said
about her: “it’s very good.” The male man attitude was to the Creator, I was here first; I shall
call her “woman.”
Sure, you created her as a FE-male man.
You installed Your Holy Light (insight and intuition) into her and not me. But, I’m going to
call her “woman.” After all she is WOman - a
man with a WOmb and you told us to replenish
the earth. Therefore, he named his helpmatewoman instead. By accepting her husband’s
image of her above her true value that both
their creator had deemed, she in returned demoted her significance to the man’s opinion
about her and subjugated her will to his and not
God’s.
“God has given me a MAN-child” Mama
Eve’s words busted from her lips upon giving
birth to her first born. I’m sure her rejoicing
was because of God’s judgment to her – “that
her seed would bruise the head of the serpent.”
Perhaps she thought, he being a man would
avenge us of the enemy’s stronghold in our
lives. However, neither Cain their first born son
nor their second man-child, Abel, nor any other
human who descends from the seed of man
can be a deliverer.
Listen up! Whatever you allow yourself to
be called or be defined by anyone other than
God Himself, you shall be deceived! Confusion
like dark stormy clouds will hang over your
soul. My sisters, you are not subject to “the

man.” God said both husband and wife are to
be subject one another [Ephesians 5].
If the husband will not honor his wife, his
prayers will be hindered [1 Peter 3:7]. All other
male men are your “brothers.” Every child of
God has the fullness of God now dwelling
within us and the mind of Christ. Keep your
mind stayed on Jesus and His finished work on
the cross for you as an individual. Married or
not! God want His daughters well! False
prophets are still here in abundance telling you
that you have peace – when you know full well
deep down in your soul you have no peace [Jeremiah 5 -6]. God have not even said “good
morning to them” so why are you giving them
credence?
My brothers, if you are married you are the
“head” of your own wife. The word “head” in
Greek, Arab and Chaldean means “the skull.”
Ok! You have been ordained of our Father to
protect her i.e. mine/spirit. If you are not married, you are the head of yourself only. If you
have been ordained of God as an officer into
His body, the Church just like women, you will
be qualified by God as an apostle, prophet,
evangelist, teacher and Pastor.
We don’t ever want to lie. God cannot lie.
What He says is true whether we believe it or
not. Therefore, I perceived of a truth, God is no
respecter of persons and He’s the same yesterday, today and forever. There is several different meaning of the word “man” in the bible.
They are: human being, breathing creation,
one born, lad, head person, female man, male
man, husband, warrior, leader, elder and spirit
man.
Anytime any of us allow anyone else but
God to define who we are – we reject God’s
goodness, mercies,
grace, joy, peace and righteousness for ourselves. Instead, we move about the earth as a
zombie!
So who are you allowing to say who you
are? You have a destiny that our Almighty Everlasting Father has predetermined for you. Are
you on that path?
Don’t wonder or worry be happy - God is
always mindful on us! Man ole man!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Pete Art and Fashion Week went off without a hitch
From ART, page 1

space in St. Petersburg.
Mon., Sept. 15 was the
opening night party for
SPAFW in which clothes
designers, artists, and
ticket holders met at
Moscatos restaurant for an
informal meet-and-greet.
Wed., Sept. 18, the newly
formed Raw Studios, 2338
Emerson Ave. S., founded
and created by WADA
artist Gina Foti, held an art
exhibition called “Disconnected” that featured several St. Petersburg artists.
Inside the studio, artwork
depicted the trappings of
the cyber world and questioned the increasing
human disconnect.
Explaining the concept
behind “Disconnected” Foti
said, “We’ve become so disconnected from each other
through social media and I
came to this conclusion …
that we all end up feeling
like we’re competing with
everyone now. We post pictures of ourselves at other
people’s events, so that instead of an event being
about the person throwing
it, it becomes all about us.”
Friday night, Sept. 19,
the exhibit “Art Inspired”
was showcased, focusing
on artists who are part of
the Warehouse Arts District. At the event, WADA
artists had some of their
artwork for sale.
The biggest event was
Saturday’s fashion show at
the Raymond James building, 200 Central Ave. Crowley estimated that about
200 people purchased tickets for the event. Before the

runway show began, a variety of WADA artists—
painters, sculptors, jewelry
makers and make-up
artists—displayed products
for sale at vendor stations.
For the runway fashion
show, six area designers
were featured: Be-Bops
Custom Swimwear, Boutique La Rochelle, Cerulean
Blu Swim and Resort Wear
Boutique, Curb Gear,
Helen Gerro, and Purabell
House of Fashion. The
clothes shown ranged from
simple floral designs by
Purabell, to funky, otherworldly costumes by Curb
Gear.
“It’s more of the art couture pieces, the one of a
kind pieces which can be
custom made to order,”
Helen Gerro said of her
showcased designs. “I try
to do an influence with art
and fashion. Some of it’s a
little more avant-garde, cutting edge.”
April Drayton, designer
of Curb Gear, said she
showcased “ready to wear,
costume and couture” for
the fashion show, while
Priscilla Kidder, designer of
Be-Bops
Custom
Swimwear, said some of
her swimsuits were inspired by photographs of
Audrey Hepburn. Lisa
Rochelle, of Boutique La
Rochelle, said her featured
designs were inspired “by
the great outdoors, from
way the wind blows, flowers blooming ever so
bright, beautiful, and full of
life.”
As far as the beneficiary

of SPAFW, Rob Bocik, vice
president of WADA, explained that the name
“Warehouse Arts District”
is simply the title given to a
certain area of St. Petersburg by the city itself, an
area which used to be the
industrial part of St. Petersburg. The Warehouse Arts
District Association, on the
other hand, is the nonprofit
that is fundraising to buy
property within that area
for artist studio space.
“Right now, we’re raising funds for what’s called
the Warehouse Arts District Enclave, and it is the
purchase of a 2.7 acres and
50,000 square feet of warehouse space that the Association is purchasing to
keep under the 501(c)3
nonprofit so that we can
keep the space affordable
for artists in the future,”
Bocik said.
“Space is becoming expensive and what has happened all over the country
is that artists move in to
these rundown buildings
because it’s affordable, and
once we move in and make
it cool, we get thrown out
by developers. And that’s
happened quite a bit. That’s
the point of the WADA Enclave Project, so we can
keep those rents affordable
in
perpetuity,”
Bocik
averred.
The Enclave, 515 22nd
St. S., will consist of repaired warehouse buildings already in existence in
the Warehouse Arts District, which will be rented
by artists as a place to



 

        
  

          
 
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  




      
        
    
   




    




         
   
   

carry out their work. The
size of the buildings affords
artists plenty of space to
create, Bocik said. Additionally, Bocik said that an
outdoor, covered-stage auditorium would be built for
use as a music venue.
“The Enclave is a $1 million dollar project and we’re
raising $350,000 by Nov. 1
for our down payment, due
diligence, closing costs,
things like that,” Bocik
said. “The city has stepped
up with a matching $50,000
grant.”
Bocik said the Enclave
hopes to start renting new
space to artists by spring
2015 but will continue repairs on the buildings for
three years.
Raising funds for the
WADA Enclave down payment costs was the goal of
this year’s SPAFW.
“In Dona’s kindness of
wanting to support the arts,
she contacted us because
she wanted to donate to the
WADA and to the Enclave
project, so she asked us to
be involved in it just as a
supporter, and asked us to
help out with the marketing,” Bocik said.
Crowley said that the
amount raised for the Enclave project will not be
known for another few
weeks, but she hopes to
have raised at least $2,000.
Though the Enclave is
not yet open, the WADA
hosts tours of the area on
the second Saturday of
every month for the public
to see the still on-going
project.

